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11th Street Historic District wins long-delayed approval
MADELEINE PAUKER
Daily Press Staff Writer

The Landmarks Commission
has recommended City Council
designate a strip of bungalows
along 11th Street as Santa Monica’s
fourth historic district.
The commission voted Monday
night to support creating a historic
district from ten buildings on 11th

Street between Wilshire Boulevard
and Arizona Avenue, seven of
which are houses in California
bungalow, Craftsman and Spanish
revival styles built between 1905
and 1925. It will be the city’s
first historic district east of 7th
Street and is intended to preserve
a style of architecture built for
the working class as Santa Monica
expanded east from the beach in

the early 20th century.
Local
groups
Mid-City
Neighbors and Friends of 11th
Street have been trying to protect
the bungalows from demolition
or alteration since 1989, when one
of the bungalows was demolished
to make room for a three-story
apartment building. Members say
homes in California bungalow and
Craftsman styles once abounded

in Santa Monica but have been
demolished at the rate of about two
per year since the late 1980s.
The commission voted against
recognizing 11th Street as a
historic district in 1989, but the
two groups decided to initiate the
process again this past January.
The commission considered the
proposal at its Nov. 12 meeting but
decided to continue its discussion

to Dec. 10. In November, some
commissioners indicated they did
not think the proposed district
contained enough historical
buildings to justify creating a
district but voted unanimously in
favor of the proposal on Monday.
“The commission considered
this district in 1989 and it failed
SEE APPROVAL PAGE 7

District to
debate more
music lessons
for students
ANGEL CARRERAS
Daily Press Staff Writer

Student wellbeing, music and
more fill the agenda of the Thursday,
December 13, Santa Monica Malibu
Unified School District meeting.
SEMI-PRIVATE MUSIC LESSONS FOR
SOCIOECONOMICALLY DISADVANTAGED

Music is big in Santa Monica
with schools acting almost as
feeder systems for orchestras and
ensembles. SMMUSD students
routinely perform around the
city at various events and now

SMC’S 41ST HOLIDAY ART SALE RETURNS THIS WEEKEND

Julie Dole

This weekend, Santa Monica College’s annual Holiday Art Sale is back for its 41st year. Featuring creative works by both students and faculty, the three-day
event will offer fine art in media ranging from ceramics, glass, and sculpture to painting, prints, and jewelry. Proceeds from the sale help support the SMC Art
Department. Hosted in Barrett Art Gallery at the college’s Broad Performing Arts Center, the sale will run from Friday through Sunday. Hours are as follows: Friday
and Saturday, December 12 and 13: 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Sunday December 4, from 12 noon to 6 p.m. The Santa Monica College Broad Performing Arts Center is
located at 1310 11th Santa Monica. Parking is free. For more information about SMC’s Holiday Student Art Sale, please call (310) 434-4230.

SEE DEBATE PAGE 6

New SMC Board member to leverage healthcare knowledge for student careers
MADELEINE PAUKER
Daily Press Staff Writer

Editor’s Note: This article is the first in a
series on newcomers to City Council, the
Rent Control Board and the Santa Monica
College Board of Trustees. Greg Morena,
Naomi Sultan and Sion Roy were sworn
in Tuesday night.

The new member of the board
that governs Santa Monica College
plans to focus on preparing local
high school students to succeed at
the college and use his connections
with hospitals in the area to explore
expanding the college’s healthcare
curricula.
Sion Roy, a cardiologist at
Harbor-UCLA Medical Center

Isabel A. Ash Esq.
PERSONAL INJURY, PEDESTRIAN, BICYCLE,
MOTORCYCLE, RIDESHARES, COMMERCIAL VEHICLE
ACCIDENTS, SLIP AND FALLS, CATASTROPHIC INJURIES

(877) 7 ASH LEGAL
T: 818.343.4480 | E: Isabel@ashlegalgroup.com

and UCLA professor, will use
his new role as a Santa Monica
College trustee to create a dialogue
between hospitals like UCLA
Medical Center, Santa Monica and
Providence Saint John’s Health
Center around training students
for the healthcare field. More than
10 healthcare specializations have
workforce shortages in California,

Roy said.
“They offer great jobs for
students of all types,” he said. “This
would be similar to what we’ve
done in offering partnerships with
the tech field in the past two years.”
Roy also plans to focus on
improving outcomes for SMC
students who matriculate from
Santa Monica High School or

Gary Limjap
(310) 586-0339

In today’s real estate climate ...

Experience counts!
garylimjap@gmail.com
www.garylimjap.com

CalRE # 00927151

Malibu High School. Only 18
percent of those students come to
SMC college-ready in English and
math, he said.
“One thing that’s happening
is that students at Samohi may
decide early in high school that
they’re going to SMC and may
SEE HEALTHCARE PAGE 7
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f someone in your
life has passed, you
probably aren't the only
one who will miss them.

Obituary
Commemorate Placement

Quarter Page (5.083”x 7”):
$450 COLOR or $380 B&W

Inform the public of the passing
of a loved one, friend, or coworker
in the Daily Press. An obituary
is a wonderful way to commemorate
someone's life as well as to give
information on when a funeral
or memorial will take place.

What’s Up

Westside
OUT AND ABOUT IN SANTA MONICA

Text Limit: 350 words

Half Page (10.333”x 7”):
$795 COLOR or $680 B&W

Wednesday, Dec. 12

Text Limit: 700 words

Full Page (10.333”x 14”):
$1475 COLOR or $1275 B&W
Text Limit: 1500 words

CALL US TODAY

(310) 458-7737

1640 5TH STREET, SUITE 218 SANTA MONICA, CA 90401

SHARE THE LOVE

EXPERIENCE BURN FITNESS

Montana Mystery Book
Group: The Dry

Receiving a sinister anonymous note
after his best friend’s suspicious death,
federal agent Aaron Falk is forced to
confront the fallout of a 20-year-old
false alibi against a backdrop of the
worst drought Melbourne has seen in
a century. Montana Avenue Branch
Library, 1704 Montana Ave, 7 – 8:30
p.m.

Mindful Meditation

Instructor Henry Schipper, graduate
of UCLA’s Mindful Awareness program,
teaches the basics of Mindful meditation. Ocean Park Branch Library, 2601
Main, 7 – 8 p.m.

Holiday Pajama Storytime

Kids can wear PJs and bring your favorite stuffed animal to get cozy with holiday stories. Ocean Park Branch Library,
2601 Main, 6:30 – 7 p.m.

Cocoa & Canvas

Just for teens! Sip hot cocoa while
you create your own masterpiece with
PAINT:LAB. Limited space; registration
required. Sign-up in person or call (310)
458-8682. For grades 6-12. Montana
Avenue Branch Library, 1704 Montana
Ave, 3:30 – 4:30 p.m.

Movie screen of Climate
Warriors

Climate Warriors is a unique cinematic
documentary that motivates everybody
to become part of the climate warrior
movement. A Panel discussion moderated by Bronwyn Major, Community
Organizer, Surfer, Activist will take
place after the film. Aero Theater, 1328
Montana Ave. 7 p.m. Please reserve
your seats at https://climatewarriorsscreening.eventbrite.com.

COMPLIMENTARY DAY PASS

Thursday, Dec. 13
Gallery Open

NEW CLASSES,
PERSONAL TRAINING,
NUTRITION, AND MORE!

310.394.1300

Annenberg Community Beach House 9
a.m. - 4 p.m.

Design Your Gingerbread
Dream Home!

We’ll provide you with the supplies to
decorate a unique, eye-catching gingerbread house! Work in teams or on
your own. Grades 6-12. Main Library
Children’s Activity Room 4:00pm-5:00
pm.

Trivia Night

Test your knowledge to win prizes
during this fun trivia contest.
Montana Avenue Branch Library
6:00pm-7:00 pm.

Santa Monica Rent Control
Regular Board Meeting

The Rent Control Board meets to conduct business associated with the
Rent Control Charter Amendment and
Regulations. City Hall Council Chamber
7:00pm.

Friday, Dec. 14.
Yoga

All levels. Drop in for $15/class or sign
up for series. Annenberg Community
Beach House 9 - 10 a.m..

Craft Supply Swap @ Your
Library

Do you have leftover yarn, extra buttons, or scraps of ribbon you haven’t
used in months? Join us at the library
each Friday to share your crafting
supplies or find new crafting treasures. Pico Branch Library 2:30pm4:30 pm.

Story Time in Wonderland at
the Santa Monica Pier

Enjoy at themed story time at the
historic merry-go-round at the Santa
Monica Pier and take a picture with
mermaids and King Triton! For families.
Offsite Location 4:00pm-4:30 pm.

Guest House OPEN
11am-2pm

Visit anytime between 11am-2pm for a
self-guided or docent tour. No reservations needed. Annenberg Community
Beach House 11:00am-2:00 pm.

www.burnfitness.com
1233 3rd Street Promenade

Santa Monica

For help submitting an event, contact us at

310-458-7737 or submit to events@smdp.com
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COMMUNITY BRIEFS
WASHINGTON

Trump administration asks Supreme Court to allow asylum ban

The Trump administration is asking the Supreme Court to allow enforcement of a ban on
asylum for any immigrants who illegally cross the U.S.-Mexico border.
Two federal courts have temporarily blocked the policy President Donald Trump
announced in November in response to caravans of migrants that were approaching the border. Last week, the federal appeals court in San Francisco said the ban is inconsistent with
federal law and an attempted end-run around Congress.
The administration said in court papers filed Tuesday that the nationwide order preventing
the policy from taking effect “is deeply flawed” and should be lifted pending an appeal that
could reach the high court.
Trump’s proclamation is among measures that “are designed to channel asylum seekers
to ports of entry, where their claims can be processed in an orderly manner; deter unlawful and dangerous border crossings; and reduce the backlog of meritless asylum claims,”
Solicitor General Noel Francisco wrote in his Supreme Court filing.
Lee Gelernt, an American Civil Liberties Union lawyer representing immigrant advocacy
groups challenging the asylum policy, said, “The Trump administration is asking the Supreme
Court to short-circuit the normal judicial process and reinstate a blatantly unlawful policy.”
Justice Elena Kagan, who handles emergency appeals from California and other western
states, called for a response from opponents of the asylum policy by midday Monday.
In the first court ruling on the issue, U.S. District Judge Jon Tigar said on Nov.19 that U.S. law
allows immigrants to request asylum regardless of whether they entered the country legally.
The president “may not rewrite the immigration laws to impose a condition that Congress
has expressly forbidden,” the judge said in his order.
The ruling prompted Trump’s criticism of Tigar as an “Obama judge” and led to an unusual
public dispute between Trump and Chief Justice John Roberts, who rebuked the president with
a statement defending the judiciary’s independence.
MARK SHERMAN, ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK

Study finds female-led films outperform male ones

Female-led films have consistently outperform male-led movies at the box office, according to a study initiated by Time’s Up, the organization formed by prominent women in the
entertainment industry to promote gender equality.
The study analyzed the 350 top-grossing films worldwide released between January 2014
and December 2017. Researchers found that in films with small, medium and large budgets,
all averaged better global grosses when a woman was listed as the lead star.
Conducted by the talent agency Creative Artists Agency and the tech company shift7, the
study found that films that passed the Bechdel test do better, too. The Bechdel test, an invention of the cartoonist Alison Bechdel, rates whether a movie features two female characters
having a conversation about something other than a man.
Researchers found every $1 billion film at the box office — including films like “Star Wars:
The Force Awakens,” ‘’Jurassic World” and “Beauty and the Beast” — passed the Bechdel test.
Among films that cost more than $100 million to make, the ones that passed the Bechdel test
grossed on average $618 million worldwide, while those that didn’t averaged $413 million.
“Women comprise half the box office, yet there has been an assumption in the industry
that female-led films led were generally less successful,” CAA agent Christy Haubegger, who
participated in the research, said in a statement. “We found that the data does not support
that assumption.”
For budget data and determining lead actor, researchers depended on data from the
Nielsen’s box-office data collection company Gracenote. Gracenote’s Studio System defines
a “female lead” as a woman who is listed first in official press materials.
Of the 350 films studied, 105 qualified as female-led and 245 registered as male-led. The
greatest gap was in larger budgeted films. In movies with a budget greater than $100 million,
there were 75 male-led films and 19 female-led films.
The study was headed by a group that formed through Time’s Up, including Amy Pascal,
former chairman of Sony Pictures. Earlier research by academics has chronicled similar
rates of inequality in top-grossing Hollywood releases, and the financial benefits of inclusion .
“This analysis affirms data showing that diversity has a positive impact on a company’s
bottom line,” said Lisa Borders, Time’s Up president and chief executive. “As studios consider their fiduciary responsibilities to their investors, these findings offer a clear approach to
delivering the best results.”
JAKE COYLE, AP FILM WRITER

LOS ANGELES

Los Angeles deputy charged in unarmed man’s death

A deputy with the nation’s largest sheriff’s department was charged Tuesday with voluntary manslaughter in what a prosecutor said was the “unjustified and unreasonable” fatal
shooting of an unarmed man — a move that marked the first time in more than 18 years a
police officer in the massive county has been charged in an on-duty shooting.
Los Angeles County sheriff’s Deputy Luke Liu pleaded not guilty in the shooting death of
26-year-old Francisco Garcia. Liu’s bond was set at $1.1 million.
“We believe the officer’s use of deadly force was unjustified and unreasonable under the
circumstances,” District Attorney Jackie Lacey said in a statement.
Liu was on patrol in February 2016 when he pulled behind a car at a gas station that he
thought may have been stolen and approached the driver, Garcia, according to prosecutors.
Liu went toward the back of the car, and when he returned to the front seconds later, Garcia
began to drive away at about 5 mph (8 kph), they said.
That’s when Liu pulled his gun, ran alongside the car and fired seven shots at Garcia,
hitting him four times, prosecutors said. At the time, sheriff’s officials said Liu opened fire
because he saw Garcia reach for something in the backseat. They said he was hit by the car,
suffering minor injuries.
Evidence in the case includes multiple witness statements and video, they said.
Liu, a 10-year veteran of the force who has been on desk duty since the shooting, was
placed on administrative leave Monday, the sheriff’s department said in a statement.
“The (department) has complete confidence in the criminal justice system and the public

we serve,” the statement said. “The facts will be presented, and the ultimate outcome of the
case will be determined in a court of law.”
If convicted, Liu faces up to 21 years in prison.
At Liu’s hearing Tuesday, sheriff’s officials filled a couple rows in the courtroom in a show
of support.
The union that represents more than 7,800 sheriff’s deputies said in a statement that its
membership was standing behind Liu “based on the information that is available to us about
the scene he encountered” at the gas station.
“Our own experiences in these dangerous and high-risk scenarios affirm our belief that a
deputy, or any sworn peace officer, has the right to use force to protect themselves and members of the public,” said the statement from the Association for Los Angeles Deputy Sheriffs.
“Based on what we know, Deputy Liu’s in-the-moment actions were justifiable.”
The union said that Garcia was on meth, was in fact driving a stolen car, and that he disobeyed orders “while speeding away,” hitting Liu with his car.
Liu has never had any previous disciplinary issues and once received a life-saving award
for his actions, the union said.
Lacey said in a statement that “there is an inherent danger for law enforcement officers
every time they put on the uniform.”
“We applaud their dedication and bravery to make split-second decisions in potentially
life-threatening situations,” she said. “But we also must hold them accountable when their
conduct is unlawful.”
Lacey and her office have been criticized for declining to charge officers involved in
on-duty shootings for years, including a case in which the Los Angeles police chief made a
rare move by announcing that his officer should be criminally prosecuted.
Lacey said in March that prosecutors declined to charge Officer Clifford Proctor because
they couldn’t prove he acted unlawfully when he shot Brendon Glenn in the back in 2015
in Venice. The 29-year-old Glenn was on his stomach and trying to push himself up when
Proctor shot him, police said.
The last officer to be charged with shooting a civilian, Los Angeles police Officer Ronald
Orosco, was sentenced to five years in prison. He pleaded no contest to shooting an unarmed
driver in the back in September 2000; the man survived.
AMANDA LEE MYERS, ASSOCIATED PRESS

SAN FRANCISCO

California wildfires cleanup to cost at least $3 billion

State and federal authorities estimated Tuesday that it will cost at least $3 billion to clear
debris from 19,000 homes and businesses destroyed by three California wildfires last month.
The disaster relief officials said the cleanup costs will far surpass the record cleanup
expense of $1.3 billion the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers spent on debris removal in Northern
California in 2017.
California Office of Emergency Services Director Mark Ghilarducci said the state will manage
cleanup contracts this time. Hundreds of Northern California homeowners complained contractors last year paid by the ton hauled away too much dirt and damaged unbroken driveways,
sidewalks and pipes. The state OES spent millions of dollars repairing that damage.
Ghilarducci said the state OES will hire auditors and monitors to watch over the debris
removal in hopes of cutting down on the number of over-eager contractors.
“We learned a great number of things,” last year, Ghilarducci said.
He said the U.S. Corps of Engineers was asked to lead the effort last year because state
resources were stretched thin after responding to more than a dozen wildfires. This year, he
said state officials can manage the cleanup and costs will be shared among state, federal
and local authorities.
He said he expects the cleanup to begin in January and take about a year to complete.
State and federal officials are currently removing hazardous household materials from the
damaged properties.
Most of the work will occur in Northern California, where the state’s most destructive wildfire destroyed the city of Paradise.
Insurance companies estimate the industry will face at least $10 billion in claims from
homeowners and businesses destroyed or damaged in the latest wildfires.
California Insurance Commissioner said the carriers received $11.8 billion in claims
because of the 2017 wine country fires.
Jones has warned increasing risk from wildfires in California could prompt insurers to raise
premiums or decline to sell policies entirely to homes in high-risk areas.
PAUL ELIAS, ASSOCIATED PRESS

Starting from

Parking | Kitchenettes | WiFi Available

1760 Ocean Avenue | Santa Monica, CA 90401

310.393.6711

88

$

+ Taxes

BOOK DIRECT AND SAVE
SeaviewHotel .com

Free Consultation
Over $25 Million Recovered

CATASTROPHIC PERSONAL INJURIES
WRONGFUL DEATH
AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENTS
BICYCLE/SCOOTER ACCIDENTS
RIDE SHARE ACCIDENTS
SPINAL CORD INJURIES
TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURIES
DOG BITES
TRIP & FALLS
You Pay Nothing Until Your Case Is Resolved

Robert Lemle

310.392.3055
www.lemlelaw.com
PUBLISHER
Ross Furukawa

OPERATIONS MANAGER
Cindy Moreno

ross@smdp.com

cindy@smdp.com

PARTNER

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS

Todd James

Charles Andrews,
Cynthia Citron,
Jack Neworth,
David Pisarra,
Sarah A. Spitz

todd@smdp.com

EDITOR IN CHIEF
Matthew Hall
matt@smdp.com

STAFF WRITERS
Angel Carreras
angel@smdp.com

Madeleine Pauker
madeleine@smdp.com

ADVERTISING DIRECTOR
Jenny Rice

jenny@smdp.com

4

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2018

PRODUCTION MANAGER
Darren Ouellette
production@smdp.com

CIRCULATION
Achling Holliday
ross@smdp.com

Keith Wyatt
ross@smdp.com

TO ADVERTISE IN THE SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS
IN PRINT OR DIGITAL, PLEASE CALL 310-458-7737

1640 5th Street, Suite 218
Santa Monica, CA 90401
OFFICE
(310) 458-PRESS (7737)
FAX
(310) 576-9913

Visit us online at www.smdp.com

Los Angeles-area development
approved in high fire zone
BRIAN MELLEY
Associated Press

WHEN BAD THINGS HAPPEN
TO GOOD PEOPLE BECAUSE
OF THE CARELESSNESS OR
NEGLIGENCE OF OTHERS.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Local

The tension between the need for more
housing in California and the danger of
building in fire-prone mountains collided
Tuesday as Los Angeles County supervisors
approved a massive rural housing
development.
The supervisors voted 4-1 to grant
final approval for the development amid
a statewide housing shortage, high rents
and a very visible homelessness crisis as
recent wildfires have drawn attention to the
danger of building in rural terrain that rings
California’s urban areas.
The 19,000 home Centennial project
at Tejon Ranch off Interstate 5 in rugged
mountains that separate Los Angeles from
the Central Valley to the north has been in
the works for two decades.
While supporters touted the number
of homes that would be built, including
18 percent affordable units, and the
jobs that would be created, opponents
criticized environmental destruction in the
undeveloped area and took aim at the fire
hazard it presented.
“Centennial can include all the safety
measures they like in the new development,
but the fires will not conform to these
precautions,” said Lesley Goren. “The fires
will not excuse our short-sightedness —
rather our poorly thought out mistakes will
just burn like the fuel they are.”
County planners and fire officials signed
off on the project, and developers said the
community 65 miles north of downtown
Los Angeles would be built to minimize fire
hazards and roads would be widened to help
people evacuate if there is a fire.
Greg Medeiros, a vice president with
Tejon Ranch Co., said the development
was planned in the flattest areas nearest
to highways and would use anti-ember
construction and buffers around homes.
Four new fire stations would be built in the
several villages planned.
Supervisor Kathryn Barger, who
represents the area where the development
would be built, spoke in favor of the project.
She said she was confident concerns about
impact on traffic would be alleviated and
that she was relying on the opinion of fire
experts that the risk of fire was minimized.
She cited the state’s need for 180,000
new homes a year — a goal it falls shy of by

100,000 units. She said the shortage had put a
strain on affordability and the homelessness
problem and suggested Centennial would
contribute to solving those problems
without creating the runaway development
associated with Southern California.
“This is not just another sprawl project,”
she said.
The state has deemed the area a “high”
and “very high” fire hazard zone. There were
31 wildfires greater than 100 acres within
five miles of the development, including
four within its boundaries in the past halfcentury, county planning documents said.
The project surrounded by rugged
mountains received a boost from several
prominent environmental groups, such as
Audubon, Sierra Club and Natural Resources
Defense Council who signed on in support
a decade ago in exchange for developers
setting aside nearly 90 percent of the 420
square-mile (1,085 square-kilometer) area.
Groups such as the Center for Biological
Diversity have opposed the plan.
Supporters wore green “I support
Centennial” stickers and opponents wore
red stickers saying #stopcentennial and
displaying the image of a condor, one of the
threatened species in the area.
Supervisor Sheila Kuehl cast the lone
dissenting vote, saying she didn’t think it
was wise to build a city so far from necessary
resources. She also doubted promises that
half the people living there would be able to
work locally.
“I think it’s a little bit of pie in the sky,”
Kuehl said. “There’s an enormous number
of things wrong with this project.”
Fresh on the minds of many speakers was
the death and devastation from recent fires
that ripped through Malibu and the Santa
Monica Mountains nearby and the Camp
Fire in Northern California that killed at
least 85 people and destroyed about 14,000
homes, laying most of the city of Paradise
to waste.
Vicki Kirschenbaum asked supervisors
to imagine months of drought, soaring
temperatures and a neglected camp fire
getting out of control.
“Flames igniting highly flammable
grasses, fire spreading house to house,
consuming Centennial’s 19,000 homes.
Fifty-seven thousand people desperately
trying to evacuate with one major road out,”
Kirschenbaum said. “You have the power to
make sure that nightmare never happens.”

The Santa Monica Daily Press publishes
Monday - Saturday with a circulation of 10,000
on weekdays and 11,000 on the weekend. The
Daily Press is adjudicated as a newspaper of
general circulation in the County of Los Angeles
and covers news relevant to the City of Santa
Monica. The Daily Press is a member of the
California Newspaper Publisher’s Association,
the National Newspaper Association and the
Santa Monica Chamber of Commerce. The
paper you’re reading this on is composed of
100% post consumer content and the ink used
to print these words is soy based. We are proud
recipients of multiple honors for outstanding
news coverage from the California Newspaper
Publishers Association as well as a Santa
Monica Sustainable Quality Award.
PUBLISHED BY NEWLON ROUGE, LLC
© 2018 Newlon Rouge, LLC, all rights reserved.

AWARD WINNER

AWARD WINNER

WINNER

OPINIONS EXPRESSED are those of the writer and do not necessarily reflect those of the Santa Monica Daily Press staff. Guest editorials from residents are encouraged, as are letters to the editor. Letters to the Editor can be submitted to letters@smdp.com. Receipt of a letter does not
guarantee publication and all content is published at the discretion of the paper. All letters and guest editorials are subject to editing for space and content. All submissions must include the author’s name, address and phone number for the purposes of verification.

OpinionCommentary
Visit us online at www.smdp.com

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2018

5

Curious City
Charles Andrews

Send comments to editor@smdp.com

It’s Tangier Time
“IT’S A THIRD WORLD COUNTRY”

— the young American (Canadian?)
traveler observed “knowingly” to me as
we disembarked from our cab at close to 7
a.m. He probably thought he was telling the
older American something he didn’t know.
“It wasn’t like this the last time I was here,” I
growled back. That was six years ago.
I was pretty grumpy at that moment,
having been flown on to Fez at half past
midnight after my connecting flight from
Barcelona made two attempts to land in
thick fog at the Tangier airport, suddenly
gunning the engines and climbing straight
up just as the landing strip was barely below
us. Whoaaa! Since we were told nothing, it
was a bit unnerving.
AFTER WE SAT IN FEZ
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And that was when my young fellow
traveler made his remark. The next day
I realized my arrival in Morocco indeed
“wasn‘t like this the last time I was here” —
it was worse. Funny thing, memory. I was
in our van with my family waiting to get
official papers to enter when my daughter
yelled, “some guy is trying to get into the
back of our car!” He didn’t get anything.
Any country where most of the people try
to survive on a lot less than any tourist who
has the means to travel there is going to be
about the same. You just have to be aware.
No thieves in Santa Monica?
The djellaba man indeed took me just
a few steps to my hotel. And held out his
hand and insisted, “tip, tip.” I wasn’t about
to hand him my smallest bill, a 50, so with
irked reluctance I reached into my pocket
and held out all my coins, for him to take the
local money, when he grabbed it all.
“Hey!” I barked, “I don’t know how much
is there!” He stared down and fingered the
American and Moroccan coins and declared

TRY OUR NO OBLIGATION

H

I DIDN’T HAVE MUCH CHOICE

If you don’t like what
we have to say we will
give you a copy of your
x-rays at no charge
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In a traditional djellaba robe emerged
from the shadows when the cab driver
finally dropped us off, and said he would
take us the rest of the way, “it’s not far.”
Right, I thought, I’m hauling a suitcase
and a laptop down narrow cobblestone
streets at dawn and I’m going to follow
this new guy Godknows how far until he
announces, I can’t quite remember where it
is but for another 100 dirham I might. I’m
already paying 150 ($16) for a too-long cab
ride that isn’t taking me where I need to go
— and I had to insist a few times to get my
change from a 200 — and now this?

Whatever that is, these days. Morocco
may not be in the elite group of wealthy
industrialized nations but it probably
wouldn’t be on that “third world” list either.
Most places Americans would travel that
aren’t in Europe/Australia are just different,
mostly because they are thousands of years
older, and visitors have to adjust. If you
don’t value other cultures, go to Miami or
Milwaukee.
I’m not going to tell you what I went
through to get use of my laptop again after
my charger cord broke in transit (Khalid,
an electronics wizard just down the street,
with limited inventory, came through just in
time) but I came really close to sitting in a
corner and tapping this column out on my
phone. It’s all just another page in the blog.

YOUR CHOICE
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A SHORT, DARK BEARDED MAN

NOTHING WRONG WITH BEING A “THIRD WORLD”
COUNTRY

(BUT WE MAKE IT EASY!!!)
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For a couple of hours — again no
announcements, will we spend the night on
the plane? — our final landing was pretty
bumpy, and a young woman sitting behind
me, a teenager in head scarf with her family,
broke down in a sobbing, gasping hysteria. I
think we all felt like that.
But my adventure was not over. I wound
up in a cab with a driver who could not find
my hotel by the address nor by the map on
my phone. My new plane friend Soufiane
had given him directions before getting out
at his home — “you are just a short ways
from here,” he assured me — but the driver
continued to drop off everyone else and
drive some more and even pick up another
fare from the street. I felt like Charlie on the
MTA (Kingston Trio). But at least Charlie
and the MTA spoke the same language.

“19 cents!” in perfect English and perfect
disgust, and dumped it all back into my
hand and walked away. But I was standing
at the beautiful carved wood door of La
Maison Blanche, breathed a sigh of relief,
was taken to my room, drew a comforting
warm bath in the glorious tiled bathroom
with filigreed lighting fixtures and a latticed
wood window cover, then fell gratefully,
soundly asleep. (Not in the bath.)

FINDING A NEW
DENTIST IS TOUGH!!!
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MOST IMPORTANTLY

I have connected with my two Moroccan
friends. My reason to come was Bachir
Attar, leader of the Master Musicians, who
William Burroughs dubbed “the 4000-yearold rock and roll band.” For some time I’ve
had this chemerical urge to meet up again
with Bachir, also a master storyteller, and
see if there wasn’t… something, I could
write, or that we could write together. But
I didn’t know what. That’s kind of a crazy
vague reason to go 6000 miles. But even
if he wasn’t available I figured I could see
my friend Aziz Begdouri, Morocco’s top
guide, now with a luxury boutique hotel in
the kasbah that he built from bare walls, a
really interesting man and a most wonderful
human being.
The worst would be that I would spend
my days sitting outdoors at Cafe Hafa,
where Ginsberg, Bertolucci, Kerouac and
all the others came to visit Paul Bowles,
drinking sweet mint tea and gazing at the
Mediterranean just below, and my nights
wandering the kasbah and the medina
taking it all in. Beats mowing the lawn.
QUOTES OF THE WEEK:

“Life is either a daring adventure or
nothing at all.” – Helen Keller
“Because in the end, you won’t remember
the time you spent working in the office or
mowing your lawn. Climb that goddamn
mountain.” – Jack Kerouac
“Travel isn’t always pretty. It isn’t always
comfortable. Sometimes it hurts, it even
breaks your heart. But that’s okay. The
journey changes you; it should change
you. It leaves marks on your memory, on
your consciousness, on your heart, and
on your body. You take something with
you. Hopefully, you leave something good
behind.” – Anthony Bourdain (RIP)
Charles Andrews has lived in Santa Monica for
32 years and wouldn’t live anywhere else in the
world. Really. Send love and/or rebuke to him at
therealmrmusic@gmail.com

Broadway
Wine & Spirits
THE HOLIDAYS ARE HERE!
MONTHUYS CHAMPAGNE

90 ON WINE SPECTATOR ......................................................................... $29.95 +TX

HIGH WEST RYE WHISKY RENDEZVOUS RYE

375 ML., 95 PTS. WHISKY ADVOCATE ................................................... $39.95+GH

HIGH WEST RYE DOUBLE RYE

375 ML., 93 PTS. WHISKY ADVOCATE .................................................... $37.95+TX

FOUR ROSES SINGLE BARREL KENTUCKY BOURBON

GOLD MEDAL AWARD. 750 ML. ....................................................................$45.99

FOUR ROSES SMALL BATCH KENTUCKY BOURBON

94 POINTS ULTIMATE SPIRITS CHALLENGE. 750 ML. ....................................$35.99
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orto

a natural Italian restaurant
At Orto (Italian for vegetable garden) we unite
local ingredients and our homegrown organic
herbs with traditional Italian recipes.

502 Santa Monica Blvd.

424-433-8100
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957 socio-economically disadvantaged
SMMUSD music students may get their
chance to add their tune to the city.
On the agenda for Thursday’s board
meeting is a potential award of contracts for
semi-private music lessons.
Funded by a music endowment overseen
by the Santa Monica Ed Foundation, lessons
will be provided by six different vendors
vetted by the district. The District has set
aside a 1.905% reserve.
Each vendor will determines its hourly
rates, instructional materials, and methods
of monitoring student progress with costs
not to exceed $550 per student for the 20182019 school year.
Vendor fairs were held in Santa Monica
and Malibu where families could meet these
vendors and further inquire about services,
rates and contact information. Families were
provided a list of these vendors as well.
Vendors include: Elemental Music,
Outreach Through the Arts, Santa Monica
Academy of Music, Santa Monica Youth
Orchestra, Santa Monica Conservatory of
Music and Malibu String Academy.
DATA-DRIVEN COUNSELING

Postponed from an 11/15/18 board
meeting, this agenda item will focus on how
counseling in the district has become more
active due to data-driven metrics.
The SMMUSD counseling team will
update the Board on how they have and
continue to reform and reshape counseling
services in a presentation to be shown.
The presentation will show a five-year
plan for students that begins in middle

Visit us online at www.smdp.com

school to help improve student achievement
and satisfy LCAP goals.
The plan will focus on academic, social/
emotional and postsecondary life.
EARLY LEARNING OPTIONS

Early Learning staff will lead a
presentation providing information
in regards to the current status of early
learning at SMMUSD.
Staff will discuss how to provide preschool
opportunities for all Santa Monicans as
well as challenges families are facing that
impede their student attending preschool.
The District Advisory Committee will
also look at data to gather from preschool,
transitional kindergarten and kindergarten
to maintain quality of programs and better
serve students and families.
Staff will also look at what Head Start
services can look like in the future, such as
having once weekly teacher visits at home
and family socializations twice a month.
Additionally, staff will also seek the
board direction in regards to early learning
programming in SMMUSD, such as
reapplying for a Head Start grant or moving
forwards with a Santa Monica - Malibu
seaside preschools expansion.
Other items rounding out the agenda
are several awards of contract, school
organization updates, and elections.
Elections of an annual representative to
the Los Angeles County School Trustees
Association (LACSTA) for 2019, a voting
representative to elect members to the Los
Angeles County Committee on School
District Organization, and a potentially
nominating a board member to run for the
CSBA Delegate Assembly will be discussed.
angel@smdp.com
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HEALTHCARE

FROM PAGE 1

not be as engaged in doing well in school
because they feel the finish line is easily
attainable for them,” he said. “They’re going
to show up unprepared.”
SMC counselors could engage with
SMMUSD students interested in attending
the college, Roy suggested. Making sure
students show up prepared is particularly
essential because of the new student
performance-based funding formula
California lawmakers enacted in June.
“I have to explore how we can do this, but
we have to find a way to reach those students
early in their high school careers,” he said.
“You want to go to SMC, we want to make
sure you show up prepared.”
Roy wants to engage with the older
members of the community in addition to
high school students.
“I feel like there’s a number of people
who view the college as a guest behemoth
in the middle of the community that’s
perhaps unrelated to it,” he said. “It’s up to
the college to really communicate with the

APPROVAL

FROM PAGE 1

on a four to three vote, but I don’t believe
that necessitates the same result today,” said
Commissioner Barry Rosenbaum. “With
the passage of time, resources can gain
significance when fewer of their type remain
… a shrinking number of residences survive
from this important historical period.”
Rosenbaum preliminary voted against the
proposal based on his concern that more than
50 percent of the structures in a district should
contribute to its historic designation. (Five of
the bungalows exist in their original states and
two have been altered. Two 1950s apartment
buildings and a 1992 condominium comprise
the rest of the district.)
But the City Attorney reaffirmed that
local requirements do not stipulate that more
than half of the buildings in a district must
be contributors, and commissioners agreed
that the 1950s apartment buildings do not
diminish the district’s integrity because
they “extend the vernacular, working class
nature of the neighborhood and maintain
its low scale,” according to a report prepared
by Rosenbaum, Chair Dolores Sloan and
Commissioner Roger Genser.
At the previous meeting, several
commissioners also expressed doubts that
the original owners, builders and inhabitants
of the bungalows were significant to Santa
Monica’s history. Advocates for the district
said local builders Waldo Cowan and Joseph
Rowe, who constructed three of the homes,
were active in civic life. Kenneth Strickfaden,
a special effects pioneer who worked on
Frankenstein and The Wizard of Oz, also
lived in one of the bungalows as a teenager.
Sloane said she was initially unsure that
Strickfaden was an important figure in early
20th century Santa Monica, but changed her
mind after viewing a collection of photos he
took of the city as a teenager and learned in
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community and make them aware of the
services they offer for the community to
take advantage of.”
Louise Jaffe, a trustee who was re-elected
in November, said Roy’s priorities align with
what the board is already working on. The
college has made it easier and free for local
students to enroll at SMC while they finish
high school and is strengthening its career
pathways.
“In terms of expanding our healthcare
presence, we’re all in favor, but it’s a pretty
detailed and costly process to add programs,”
she said.
Jaffe added she believes Roy will
be effective in making connections with
hospitals, SMMUSD and the state legislature.
“(Roy) is interested in dealing with
the larger political world … and this is a
period of enormous change for California
community colleges even without a new
governor coming in,” she said. “Once we see
what Newsom’s funding preferences are, we
may be in a whole other game … the funding
formula has changed and to some extent,
we’ll have to reshape the college.”
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ŽƵƌŐĞƚƌŽƐ͘ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞƐĂĨƵůůƐĞƌǀŝĐĞůƵŵďĞƌǇĂƌĚ͕
ǁŚĞƌĞĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐĨƌŽŵůĂŶĚƐĐĂƉĞƟŵďĞƌƚŽĚƌǇǁĂůů
ǁŝůůĞŶŚĂŶĐĞƚŚĞŚŽŵĞŽĨǇŽƵƌĚƌĞĂŵƐ͘

^ƚĂŶĚĂƌĚĂŶĚƵƐƚŽŵ
tŝŶĚŽǁƐ͕
ŽŽƌƐĂŶĚ
,ĂƌĚǁĂƌĞ
ǀĂŝůĂďůĞ

madeleine@smdp.com

a 1918 edition of The Evening Lookout that
he was considered an electronics prodigy
and exhibited his work at the 1915 Panama
Pacific Exhibition.
Sloane also said the district creates the
distinct sense of time and place necessary to
qualify it as a historic area.
“I’ve walked that street so many times …
even the altered buildings have a feeling of
the period,” she said. “You’re definitely taken
back to a time.”
About 30 people attended the Monday
meeting and the room erupted into applause
when the commission voted in support
of the district. Mid-City Neighbors vice
president Andrew Hoyer, who signed the
application to create the district, said the
vote creates the basis to landmark more
buildings of a similar type in the area and
incorporate them into the district.
One owner of a property in the proposed
district, however, said historical designation
places a burden on property owners, a
sentiment another homeowner expressed at
the Nov. 12 meeting.
“Our mother is 96 years old and we want
the freedom to do what we want with the
property,” said the owner’s son, Jamie Lennon.
Commissioner Ruth Shari, who initially
opposed the proposal, said she empathizes
with property owners but believes the
bungalows should be preserved.
“I want to remind owners who may not
be in sync with this move that they are free
to develop the rear of the property, as it’s
just the front of the buildings that convey
historical significance,” Shari said.
The tax breaks on historical properties
will also increase the bungalows’ value,
Hoyer said.
“The tax break stays with the property,”
he said. “Someone who buys it gets that tax
break, thereby greatly increasing the value of
the property for sale.”

Bourget Bros. Building Materials
1636 - 11th Street
Santa Monica, CA 90404

ł(310) 450-6556

bourgetbros.com

Tax
RELIEF

Owe 10K
or more
in back
taxes?

TODAY

Don’t talk to
the IRS alone!

Specializing in 1099
Independent Contractors and Business Owners

CALL NOW FOR A
FREE CASE REVIEW!
MEMBER OF
THE AMERICAN BAR
ASSOCIATION

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS, LET ONE
OF OUR EXPERIENCED TAX
ATTORNEYS FIGHT FOR YOU!
We can protect from collections
and negotiate on your behalf.

We help with back taxes, wage garnishments,
bank levies, payroll taxes, penalties and interest.

Call Today for a Free Consultation

madeleine@smdp.com

Wine/Craft Beer/
Tapas Bar

Come relax & enjoy great
selections of wines by the
glass, craft beers on tap,
and made-to-order tapas
in a contemporary setting.

Gelson’s Santa Monica

2627 Lincoln Blvd, Santa Monica, CA 90405
(310) 581-6450

310-907-7780
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SURF REPORT

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS
IN THIS SPACE TODAY!

CRIME WATCH

BY DAILY PRESS STAFF

Crime Watch is culled from reports provided by the Santa Monica Police Department.
These are arrests only. All parties are innocent until proven guilty in a court of law.

ON NOVEMBER 26, AT ABOUT 8:39 P.M.

While patrolling the 2900 block of Lincoln Blvd an officers saw a subject riding a bicycle at
night with no lighting equipment a violation of the vehicle code. An enforcement stop was
conducted and the officers learned the subject was on probation with search conditions. A
search of the subject led to the recovery of a methamphetamine smoking pipe. A computer
check revealed the subject had an outstanding parole violation warrant for his arrest. The
subject was taken into custody. Michael Renard Gibson, 58, from Los Angeles was arrested for possession of narcotics paraphernalia, a parole violation; and identity theft. He was
denied bail.

DAILY POLICE LOG
The Santa Monica Police Department Responded To Calls For Service.
HERE IS A SAMPLING OF THOSE CALLS CHOSEN BY THE SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS STAFF.

call us today (310)

458-7737

SURF FORECASTS
WEDNESDAY – FAIR – SURF:
WNW swell-mix on the way down.

WATER TEMP: 61.3°

2-3 ft waist to stomach high

THURSDAY – POOR TO FAIR – SURF: 2-3 ft knee to waist high
WNW swell leftovers in the AM. New NW swell possible late.

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get
the dental care you deserve

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about
$1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! You can go to any dentist

you want

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles –
you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures – including

cleanings, exams, fillings, crowns…even dentures

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefits

you can receive

FREE Information Kit

1-855-323-7468
www.dental50plus.com/santamonica
*Individual plan.
Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type.
Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781
or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK:
P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6096E-0917
MB17-NM008Ec

Exhibition of speed Moomat Ahiko / Ocean
2:32:16 p.m.
Encampment 1800blk Main 2:30:51 p.m.
Encampment Ocean / Idaho 2:16:36 p.m.
Stolen vehicle recovered 600blk Idaho
1:50:26 p.m.
Petty theft report 100blk Montana 1:23:42 p.m.
Battery report Pacific Coast Hwy / California
Incline 1:14:09 p.m.
Assault just occurred 2200blk Colorado
11:56:57 a.m.
Burglary report 2400blk 5th 11:55:14 a.m.
Trespassing 2900blk Main 11:54:57 a.m.
Encampment 1200blk 12th 11:52:35 a.m.
Battery just occurred 100blk Wilshire
11:41:28 a.m.
Injured person 1500blk 2nd 11:31:28 a.m.
Encampment 800blk 4th 11:19:01 a.m.
Grand theft auto report 900blk Idaho
11:07:30 a.m.
Traffic hazard Pacific Coast Hwy / California
Incline 11:01:27 a.m.
Petty theft just occurred 2400blk Main
10:59:16 a.m.
Missing person 300blk Olympic 10:22:17 a.m.

Trespassing 2500blk Main 10:19:24 a.m.
Encampment 1700blk Ocean Front Walk
10:15:08 a.m.
Petty theft just occurred 1000blk Wilshire
10:08:30 a.m.
Fraud report 1700blk 4th 10:06:31 a.m.
Fraud report 1700blk 4th 9:55:36 a.m.
Encampment 400blk Santa Monica Pier
8:53:14 a.m.
Encampment 1700blk the beach 8 a.m.
72 hour psychiatric hold 300blk Olympic
7:33:14 a.m.
Animal related incident 2500blk Pico
7:27:47 a.m.
Encampment 2200blk Ocean Front Walk
6:48:12 a.m.
Trespassing 1200blk Wilshire 6:45:51 a.m.
Trespassing 3100blk 3rd 6:42:29 a.m.
Fight 4th / Pico 6:29:24 a.m.
Encampment 2900blk Ocean Front Walk
6:11:01 a.m.
Encampment 26th / Pico 4:45:27 a.m.
Loud music 1700blk Delaware 12:32:46 a.m.
72 hour psychiatric hold 600blk Arizona
12:01:18 a.m.

DAILY FIRE LOG
The Santa Monica Fire Department Responded To Calls For Service.
HERE IS A SAMPLING OF THOSE CALLS CHOSEN BY THE SANTA MONICA DAILY PRESS STAFF.
Automatic alarm 1200 block 3rd Street
Prom 12:27 a.m.
EMS 1300 block 23rd 1:45 a.m.
EMS 1700 block Ocean 2:30 a.m.
Public assist 500 block Lincoln 7:38 a.m.
EMS 2600 block Kansas 8:04 a.m.
EMS 1100 block 10th 8:15 a.m.
EMS 900 block 10th 8:25 a.m.
EMS 1300 block 17th 9:06 a.m.
EMS 2000 block Santa Monica 10:12 a.m.
EMS 1400 block Princeton 10:21 a.m.
EMS 1400 block Ocean 10:35 a.m.
EMS 3300 block Barnard 10:38 a.m.
Automatic alarm 800 block Arizona 12:27 p.m.
EMS 1600 block Lincoln 12:51 p.m.
EMS 1400 block 4th 12:57 p.m.
EMS 2000 block Santa Monica 1:10 p.m.

EMS 100 block Wilshire 1:34 p.m.
EMS 300 block San Vicente 2:50 p.m.
EMS 1300 block 20th 3:34 p.m.
EMS 2500 block Kansas 3:54 p.m.
EMS 2500 block 3rd 4:07 p.m.
EMS 1400 block 11th 4:17 p.m.
EMS 800 block 19th 4:29 p.m.
EMS 300 block Santa Monica Pl 4:49 p.m.
EMS 1300 block 17th 6:02 p.m.
Haz mat - level 1 12:00 a.m. block Santa
Monica 7:11 p.m.
EMS 700 block 9th 7:21 p.m.
EMS 1300 block 7th 7:36 p.m.
EMS 1700 block Expo Line 9:25 p.m.
EMS 2700 block Santa Monica 9:54 p.m.
Traffic collision with injury 23rd / Ocean
Park 10:10 p.m.

Puzzles & Stuff
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WELL NEWS

DAILY LOTTERY
Draw Date: 12/8

14 32 34 46 61
Power#: 10
Jackpot: 230M
Draw Date: 12/7

4 10 20 33 57
Mega#: 13
Jackpot: 245M
Draw Date: 12/8

11 17 32 35 45
Mega#: 19
Jackpot: 30M

Draw Date: 12/10

1 12 14 17 34
Draw Date: 12/10

MIDDAY: 9 6 6
Draw Date: 12/10

EVENING: 1 6 4
Draw Date: 12/10

1st: 11 Money Bags
2nd: 04 Big Ben
3rd: 03 Hot Shot
RACE TIME: 1:45.89

Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the winning number information, mistakes can occur.
In the event of any discrepancies, California State laws and California Lottery regulations will prevail. Complete
game information and prize claiming instructions are available at California Lottery retailers. Visit the California
State Lottery web site at http://www.calottery.com

WORD UP!

ahistorical

1. without concern for history or historical development; indifferent to
tradition.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S CROSSWORD

Sudoku
Fill in the blank
cells using numbers
1 to 9. Each number can appear only
once in each row, column, and 3x3 block.
Use logic and process of elimination to
solve the puzzle.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S SUDOKU

BY SCOTT LAFEE

Observation

n “The only time to eat diet food
is while you’re waiting for the
steak to cook.” — American chef
and author Julia Child (1912-2004)

MYSTERY PHOTO

SPONSORED BY

Self-Exam

n Q: What is a teratoma?
n A: A tumor composed of different types of tissue, such as hair,
muscle, bone and even teeth.
Typically, teratomas form in the
ovaries, testicles or tailbone, but
can appear elsewhere. They are
a type of germ cell tumor (which
begin in cells that give rise to
sperm or eggs). They may be
cancerous or benign, often have
no symptoms and affect females
more often than males.

The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize.
Send answers to editor@smdp.com.
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Heathcliff

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (Dec. 12)

By PETER GALLAGHER

Strange Brew

By JOHN DEERING

New people come into your family. And though there’s loving support all around you, you still develop
incredible self-reliance this year. You’ve so much drive burning inside you to make your life match up to
the picture in your head that you can’t help but do the things that will get you there. Those things make
you strong. Virgo and Leo adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 8, 40, 39, 2 and 4.

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23)

You give love in many ways throughout the day.
Most of the ways have to do with showing up and
doing the regular things that the team counts on
you to do. Then sometimes it’s what you don’t do
or say that is the most loving.

Today you’ll be given a choice. Good news:
There’s no correct preference that will prove you
have taste or refinement or superiority in any
way. So just choose what you like, what you can
use or what you think will work.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21)

You have a healthy respect for danger, but you’re
not about to let fear keep you from taking risks.
What’s on the table now is an opportunity to get
into something totally new.

Work is work. It doesn’t matter what the job is;
the time and energy you put in must be balanced
with rest, fueled with nutrition and recharged
with leisure.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21)

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

Studies prove that placebos can work even when
the person taking them knows they are a placebo. Rituals can be a kind of placebo, too. So the
important thing is not in the belief but in doing
what works.

The reasonable ideas have no more of a chance
of working than the wacky ones, so try both.
You might be surprised at what ridiculousness
works, and if nothing else, you’ll get a laugh
out of it.

CANCER (June 22-July 22)

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

You’re trying to think your way through a situation, and it’s taking a lot of energy. It’s tiring
you out. So ask your heart. Actually direct the
question to the beating thing in your chest. Here
comes the right answer.

A Zen proverb suggests, “If you want to climb
a mountain, begin at the top.” The rest of the
zodiac is turning to you, mystical goat, with
question marks for eyes. Can you decipher
this one?

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Funny cat videos are awesome, but it’s time to
get more strategic about social media. Who do
you want to know better? Who do you want to
align with? Controlling what you look at is to
control who you’re influenced by.

Does it feel like you’re behind the times? That’s
not a bad place to be. You’ll find something new
and novel about a thing that’s been “over” for a
while now and reignite a spark.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Are you reaching too far? Probably not. Whether
you reach for the moon, the sun or Jupiter, you’ll
get the same stretch. So reach for what makes
you feel the most delight.

Even though you have plenty of time, the best
moment to do a thing is when it comes to the
front of mind, or when it arises in the process of
action, or when you’re talking about it. In other
words, now.

Agnes

By TONY COCHRAN

Dogs of C-Kennel

By MICK & MASON MASTROIANNI & JOHNNY HART

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

Zack Hill

Tips for the Mercury Transit

By JOHN DEERING & JOHN NEWCOMBE

This Mercury transit brings the desire for fresh adventure, new alliances and electric experience. Now what’s behind
all this drive to change? The impetus matters to the outcome. The best way is to move toward the future in the spirit
of curiosity and wonder, as opposed to moving forward in the manner of someone running from a bear.

YOUR OPINION MATTERS! SEND YOUR LETTERS TO
Santa Monica Daily Press • Attn. Editor: • 1640 5th Street, Suite 218
• Santa Monica, CA 90401 • letters@smdp.com

Classifieds
12.00 per day. Up to 15 words, $1.00 for each additional word.
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Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

Employment

Services

Data Scientist (3) sought by Snap Inc. in
Santa Monica, CA. Quantitative analysis,
data mining, & presentation of data
to identify/convey key product trends.
M.S. or for. eq. + 2 yrs exp req. Resumes:
HalehHR, Snap Inc., 3000 31st St., Ste C,
Santa Monica, CA 90405. Use Job Code
#DS3-1118-XY. EOE.

ROOFING DOCTOR Lic C-391033738
Bond, Work Insurance, Liability
Insurance All Kinds of Roofing 30
Year Experience Fast Service, Low
Cost, High Quality, Guaranteed Work
Senior Discounts 213-281-1745
Sangyoullee012053@gmail.com

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310) 458-7737
CLASSIFICATIONS
Announcements
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Employment
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Pets
Boats
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Wanted vvTravel
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Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roommates
Commercial Lease
Real Estate

Prepay your
ad today!

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space.
Specific ad placement not guaranteed on classified ads. Ad must
meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.
Some restrictions may apply.

Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services
Computer Services

Attorney Services
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Opportunities
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Health and Beauty
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Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY 9:00am - 5:00pm

LOCATION 1640 5th Street, Suite 218, Santa Monica, CA 90401

Local
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2018

Visit us online at www.smdp.com

11

Official: California must mull home ban in fire-prone areas
DON THOMPSON
Associated Press

California’s increasingly deadly and
destructive wildfires have become so
unpredictable that government officials should
consider banning home construction in
vulnerable areas, the state’s top firefighter says.
Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection Director Ken Pimlott will leave
his job Friday after 30 years with the agency.
In an interview with The Associated Press,
he said government and citizens must act
differently to protect lives and property
from fires that now routinely threaten large
populations.
That may mean rethinking subdivisions
in thickly forested mountainous areas or
homes along Southern California canyons
lined with tinder-dry chaparral. Los Angeles
County supervisors on Tuesday were
considering whether to allow a 19,000-home
development in fire-prone mountains amid
heavy criticism of the location’s high fire
danger.
California residents should also train
themselves to respond more quickly to
warnings and make preparations to shelter
in place if they can’t outrun the flames,
Pimlott said.
Communities in fire zones need to
harden key buildings with fireproof
construction similar to the way cities
prepare for earthquakes, hurricanes or
tornadoes, and should prepare commercial
or public buildings to withstand fires with
the expectation hundreds may shelter there
as they did in makeshift fashion when
flames last month largely destroyed the

Sierra Nevada foothills city of Paradise in
Northern California.
California already has the nation’s most
robust building requirement programs
for new homes in fire-prone areas, but
recent fire seasons underscore more is
needed. Officials must consider prohibiting
construction in particularly vulnerable
areas, said Pimlott, who has led the agency
through the last eight years under termedout Gov. Jerry Brown.
He said it’s uncertain if those decisions
should be made by local land managers or
at the state level as legislative leaders have
suggested. But Pimlott said “we owe it” to
homeowners, firefighters and communities
“so that they don’t have to keep going
through what we’re going through.”
“We’ve got to continue to raise the bar
on what we’re doing and local land-use
planning decisions have to be part of that
discussion,” he said.
California’s population has doubled
since 1970 to nearly 40 million, pushing
urban sprawl into mountain subdivisions,
areas home to fast-burning grasslands and
along scenic canyons and ridgetops that
are susceptible to fires. After a crippling
drought, the last two years have seen the
worst fires in state history. November’s fire
in the northern California town of Paradise
was the deadliest U.S. wildfire in a century,
killing at least 85 people and destroying
nearly 14,000 homes.
A year earlier, a fire that ripped through
the San Francisco Bay Area city of Santa
Rosa killed 22 people and destroyed more
than 5,000 homes and other structures.
Every year since at least 2013, firefighters

did not anticipate California’s wildfires
could get worse, Pimlott said. But each
year the fires have increased in intensity —
driven by dry fuels, an estimated 129 million
drought- and bark beetle-killed trees, and
climate change.
In response, the state is doing more
planned burning to eliminate brush and
dead trees that serve as fuels for wildfires.
The state will also add seven large firefighting
aircraft, replace a dozen aging helicopters,
provide firefighter counseling and ensure
that firefighters have enough time off for
medical checkups to help them manage the
mental and physical stress from a fire season
that now never ends.
He said California leads the nation in
clearing away dead trees and thinning
forested areas that are crowded with trees
that can fuel fires, contrary to criticism by
President Donald Trump who has blamed
forest mismanagement for the fires.
“No other state, or even the federal
government, are putting the amount of
investment into this space as California,”
Pimlott said.
The department’s philosophy for many
years has been to stamp out fires quickly
to protect people and property. Prescribed
burns were previously used sparingly out
of concern they could get out of control,
but he said the department is making “a sea
change” by recognizing that starting fires
under optimum conditions is a good way to
reduce dangerous fuels.
Recent fires that have burned into cities
have made clear that those protections
need to be centered around vulnerable
communities, he said. Paradise, for example,

was built on a ridge atop steep canyons that
helped channel the wind-driven fire, while
wildfires have repeated blown into Northern
and Southern California subdivisions from
neighboring wildlands thick with tinder-dry
fuel.
Pimlott rose through the ranks from
seasonal firefighter to deputy director of
fire protection before his appointment as
chief of the agency. In that role he doubles
as the state’s chief forester and oversees
a department that includes nearly 8,000
firefighters, forest managers and support
staff.
He said he has seen fire conditions
worsen each passing year during his three
decades with the agency, taking its toll on
residents and firefighters alike.
“Folks can say what they want to say, but
firefighters are living climate change. It’s
staring them in the face every day,” he said.
To adapt, he advocates wildfire
warning systems that not only use new
technology like automated phone calling
systems, but maybe restoring civil defensestyle emergency sirens in some areas. City
planners must prepare communities “unlike
we ever have before” with easy evacuation
routes and new evacuation centers.
And he said Californians must treat “red
flag” extreme fire danger warnings the way
Midwesterners treat tornado warnings — as
imminent threats.
“The reality of it is, California has a fireprone climate and it will continue to burn,”
he said. “Fire is a way of life in California
and we have to learn how to live with it,
we have to learn how to have more resilient
communities.”

sometimes fact
is just so much
better
than ﬁction
our goal is to share our

love and passion
for the ocean with the world

stand up paddleboard lessons • rentals • sunset cruises • team building events • board sales

prosupshop.com • 310.989.4350 • info@prosupshop.com
4175 Admiralty Way, Marina Del Rey, CA 90292
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Santa Monica’s
new seismic retrofit
program affects
2,000 buildings

fit@baysideretrofit.com | www.baysideretrofit.com | (310) 697-8818
Locally owned and operated, Santa Monica’s seismic retrofit experts.
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